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Transparency First:  
Disclosure of conflict of interest  

in the psychosocial field.*

Peter Lehmann

SUMMARY: Using the example of the position of the European Network of 
(Ex-)Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (ENUSP), the author demonstrates the 
importance of transparency and disclosure of conflicts of interest for psychiatric 
patients, their relatives and friends, health care practitioners and providers, 
patients’ organisations and the public. 
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On January 23, 2019, a hearing was held in the European Parliament on the subject 
of ‘Shedding Light on transparent collaboration in healthcare: a unique overview 
of practices in Europe’, initiated by Mental Health Europe (MHE), a European 
federation of national non-governmental organisations in the psychosocial field. 
‘Shedding Light’ is a project run by MHE and supported through a grant from the 
Mental Health Initiative, Open Society Foundations.

* This manuscript was the basis for my Powerpoint presentation on behalf of the European Network 
of (Ex-)Users and Survivors of Psychiatry) for the Mental Health Europe project ‘Shedding Light on 
transparent collaboration in health care: A unique overview of practices in Europe’, European Parliament, 
Brussels, January 23, 2019.
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